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National curriculum: 
•  Describe the movement of the Earth, and other planets, 
relative to the Sun in the solar system.  

•  Describe the movement of the Moon relative to the 
Earth.  

•  Describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as approximately 
spherical bodies.   

•  Use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and 
night and the apparent movement of the Sun across the 
sky. 

Prior Knowledge -    Observe changes across the four seasons. (Y1 - Seasonal 

changes) Observe and describe weather associated with the seasons and how 
day length varies. (Y1 - Seasonal changes) 

 

Scientific enquiry 

Classifying Terrestrial, gas giant and ice giant planets 
Planet names, properties and distance from the sun 
Moon and movement 

Observing over 
time 

Comparing times of the day and night 
Creating simple sundials 
Appearance of the moon over time 

Pattern seeking Not relevant 

Comparative/fair 
testing 

Not relevant 

Researching Stonehenge as an astronomical clock 
How the universe was formed 
Planets 

Subject: Science 

Year group:  5 

Term: Spring 

Unit name:  Earth and space 

Assessment for learning 

Recapping prior knowledge- beginning of unit- what do 

children already know?  

Beginning of each lesson- focus on recall of previous 

learning (quick quizzes) 

 

 

 

Process 

Recapping prior knowledge- beginning of unit- what do 

children already know?  

Beginning of each lesson- focus on recall of previous 

learning (quick quizzes) 
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