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National curriculum: 

• Recognise that living things have changed over time 
and that fossils provide information about living things 
that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago.  

• Recognise that living things produce offspring of the 
same kind, but normally offspring vary and are not 
identical to their parents.  

• Identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit 
their environment in different ways and that 
adaptation may lead to evolution. 

Prior Knowledge -      Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they 

are suited and describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of 
different kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend on each other. (Y2 -  
Living things and their habitats)  
Notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults. 
(Y2 - Animals, including humans)  
Explore the part that flowers play in the life cycle of flowering plants, including 

pollination, seed formation and seed dispersal. (Y3 - Plants) Describe in simple 

terms how fossils are formed when things that have lived are trapped within 
rock. (Y3 - Rocks)  
Recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose 

dangers to living things. (Y4 - Living things and their habitats) Describe the life 

process of reproduction in some plants and animals.  
(Living things and their habitats - Y5) 

Scientific enquiry 

Classifying Animals/organisms suited to their environment – advantages and 
disadvantages of specific adaptations 
Fossils as records over time 

Observing over 
time 

Variation in offspring over time i.e. how giraffes’ necks got longer 
Fossils as records over time 
Natural selection 

Pattern seeking Hereditary  

Comparative/fair 
testing 

Not relevant 

Researching Pupils might find out about the work of palaeontologists such as 
Mary Anning and about how Charles Darwin and Alfred Wallace 
developed their ideas on evolution. 

Subject: Science 

Year group:  6 

Term: Spring 

Unit name:  Evolution and Inheritance 

Assessment for learning 

Recapping prior knowledge- beginning of unit- what do 

children already know?  

Beginning of each lesson- focus on recall of previous 

learning (quick quizzes) 

 

 

 

Process 

Recapping prior knowledge- beginning of unit- what do 

children already know?  

Beginning of each lesson- focus on recall of previous 

learning (quick quizzes) 
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