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What Is Reciprocal Reading?

Reciprocal reading is a structured method of guided reading 
where children are gradually taught to take on group roles to 
explore and find meaning in texts. Reciprocal reading
emphasises teamwork and supports independent 
comprehension skills.
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The goal of Reciprocal Teaching is to 
give students a structure to grow out 
of...one that will enable them to have 
a conversation with themselves or 
others about any piece of text they 
encounter. (Rita Reimbold)



What is Reciprocal Reading? 

Reciprocal teaching refers to an activity in which pupils become the teacher in small group 
reading sessions. In Reciprocal Reading, the pupils are involved in teaching and learning within a 
mixed ability peer group. This can encourage pupils to take a more active role in the learning 
and teaching experience and gain confidence in their own abilities. 

Teachers model, then help students learn to guide group discussions using four strategies: 

• summarising

• questioning 

• Clarifying 

• predicting 

We, at St. Peter’s, also believe that the ability to visualise and make Connections are crucial 
strategies in reading and so have included these skills  in our Reciprocal Reading sessions. 
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Children take on one of the roles below during their group 
session. 

They change roles each time they take part in a group. 

Below is an example of Year 6 prompts which children use. They 
are adapted accordingly for different year groups. 
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Leader
What it is

Your task is to organise your group and to help 
them make connections 

Your Job:

• Introduce the text: tell your group what to 
read

• Assign the group jobs: tell each member of 
the group what their role is for the session.

• Help members of the group if they need it.
• Decide on the order in which tasks will be 

done. Make sure everyone gets a chance to 
contribute their ideas. 

• Make sure all member of the group have 
stuck in their contribution in your group’s 
Reciprocal Reading Book.  Record the text 
used and members of the group present. 

• Make sure that the reading books are put 
away and the area is left tidy.

The Leader will usually also be the connector 





Visualiser
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Recording in Reciprocal Reading 
Children record 
their ideas and 
finding in their 
role briefly so that 
they are able 
contribute to the 
book discussion. 
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Y3/4



St Peter’s CE Primary, Bratton

Y5/6
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Children’s notes for discussion 
are then stored in Group  Books.

The leader of each group takes 
responsibility for this. 
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Reading at 
home
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Reading 
Journal 

Children are encouraged to 
read regularly at home In 
Key Stage 2.
They record their reading in 
a Reading Journal. 
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In order to 
ensure that 
children are 
reading 
widely, they 
are asked to 
record their 
reading on a 
graph showing 
different 
genres.  



St Peter’s CE Primary, Bratton



St Peter’s CE Primary, Bratton



St Peter’s CE Primary, Bratton



St Peter’s CE Primary, Bratton

Book areas. Each Year group has a 
reading area where they can relax 
and read books. 



Add slides as needed
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How do we start with Reciprocal Reading?

Before Reciprocal Teaching can be used successfully by the children, they need to have been 

taught and had time to practise the six strategies that are used in Reciprocal Reading: 

• Summarising

• Questioning 

• Predicting 

• Clarifying 

• Visualising

• Connecting

As with most successful learning, this is done through modelling the strategies by the teacher, 

having a clear process to follow and supported practice before being asked to work in 

independent groups. Whole Class Reading Sessions are used effectively to do this. 
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