
Enriching lives every day; enabling our school community to learn, achieve and flourish 
through living ‘life in all its fullness’ 

Subject: ART 

Year group: 2 

Term: Spring 

Unit name: Expressive Painting 

Prior knowledge: 

R -Painting, mark– making drawing, exploring colour, finger puppets, self portrait photog-

raphy, printmaking shapes. 

Y1– Drawing spirals, exploring water colour and making birds 

Big ideas: 

Children are introduced to the idea that they can use paint in an intuitive 
and exploratory way. 

Children explore primary colours and secondary colours through expres-
sive mark making, connecting colour, mark making and texture (of paint) 
through abstract work. 

Explore how painters use paint in expressive and gestural ways.  

Explore colour mixing and experimental mark making to create abstract 
still life. 

Understand that the properties of the paint that you use, and how you use 
it, will affect your mark making. 

 

 

Implementation: 

 

• That artists sometimes use loose, gestural brush marks to create expressive painting.  

• Expressive painting can be representational or more abstract. 

• Artists use impasto and sgraffito to give texture to the painting. 

• Artists sometimes use colour intuitively and in an exploratory manner. 

• That we can enjoy, and respond to, the way paint and colour exist on the page.  

• That children can evaluate and form opinions on their work. 

 

*Suggested teaching time would be all day or blocked to an afternoon. 

Key vocabulary: 

Mix expressive primary secondary abstract

  colour  shape  still life 

Key Artists: 

Marela Zacarías & Charlie 

French 

Integrity 

An honest witness tells the truth. But a dishonest witness tells lies.  

Proverbs 12:17 


